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Today in America, 1 in 36 children is being diagnosed with autism.
That means that here in Palm Beach County more than 41,000 people
are living with autism.

This unprecedented prevalence means that autism is now everyone’s
story. We all know - or soon will - someone with autism.

Here at Connections, we see that story unfolding daily as our neuro-
diverse students and young adults with autism thrive under our care. We
create hope for these individuals and their families, guiding children as
they master academics that were once difficult for them, and teaching
essential life skills that enable students to connect with their families and
stay safe in their communities. This essential, life-changing work is only
possible because of our supporters who understand this urgent need and
have chosen to be part of the solution.

We're proud to update you on the progress being made at Connections
and show you the lives you're impacting.

Quick Facts Autism Advocates Need to Know

Autism is a neurodevelopmental condition that can affect a person’s social interactions,
communication abilities, sensory system and behaviors. It’s often referred to as a “spectrum”
because of the diversity in how it presents in different people. Autism is a life-long condition,
though its impacts can be reduced by specialized education and therapies.

A Autism is nearly 4 times more common in boys I 91% of autism drownings occur after the
than girls.! person has “wandered.” 51% of caregivers

of those with autism report that the person

B Autism touches all races, ethnicities and has wandered at least once.

socioeconomic groups.!
® 16% of children with autism have been

® Approximately 30% of the time, autism co-occurs with kicked out of childcare or preschool before

intellectual disability.?

elementary school.”
@ 'The earlier intervention begins, the more effective it is. @ Some 5.4 million adults in America have
A Drowning is the No. 1 cause of death for children with autism.! The unemployment rate for adults
autism. Children with autism are 160 times more likely with autism is double that of the general
to drown than their neurotypical peers.’ population.®

Despite the rapid rise in autism, new research gives cause for optimism. Autism biomarkers are being studied by
the U.S. National Institutes of Health. New tablet-based tests that measure eye-tracking may allow earlier diagnosis
of autism, according to the Journal of the American Medical Association. And recent studies published in Nature
Neuroscience have identified four neurotypes of autism and, with the help of machine learning, are identifying
which therapies will be most effective for each type, speeding progress.

Sources:

1 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) * Disability Scoop

2 Oxford Handbook of Autism and Co-Occurring Psychiatric Conditions > Exceptional Children Journal
* Autism Society of Florida ¢ Autism Society
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MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

Each year, compiling our annual report allows us to reflect on our achievements realized for
our students, adults and their families that have been made possible through your unwavering
support. In the following pages, immerse yourself in stories of transformative victories, none of
which would have been conceivable without your help.

The generosity of our donors and partners surpassed our expectations over the last school year,
giving us the opportunity to develop new programs as well as enhance our current, impactful
programs. We are proud of our accomplishments, confident in our strategy, and inspired by our
extraordinary staff, students, adult clients and families. We thank you for being a part of our success.

This year was marked with many significant achievements. We have created partnerships with the
community for vocational and sports opportunities, created volunteer relationships, enhanced
and redesigned our high school transition program, and received grants that have allowed us to
improve our facilities. The infusion of additional board members, bringing with them invaluable
expertise and experience, will steer us toward a future rich with possibilities. We thank you for
your ongoing participation.

Our donor support has allowed us to be a powerful, positive force in the autism community. Together,
we are changing lives, attitudes and practices to create a world where we all belong. As we look to
the future, we see Connections continuing to grow to provide the most comprehensive, meaningful
services that prepare our students and young adults for success and inclusion in their communities.
To our families, friends, individual donors, corporations, local businesses and agencies that have
provided funding, thank you for your belief in our mission and in the possibilities for the deserving
students and young adults who we so proudly serve.

As we venture into 2024, sustainability, innovation, and inclusivity will remain at the forefront of
our mission as we move forward to serve our families and make decisions about our future facilities.
We are excited about the journey ahead and are committed to advancing the mission and vision of
Connections. Thank you for being our partner in fulfilling this important dream.

With Gratitude,
?f/wrk Avwa -  Pap b '/) S;
Debra A. Johnsén, M.Ed Sonia F. Kay, Ph.D. OTR/L Marc Edenzon
Principal/Executive Director President, Board of Directors President, Board of Directors
Connections Education Center Connections High School &
Vocational Center /
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GET TO KNOW CONNECTIONS

years of service with significant growth-

I 3 2 students and adult clients- today, op_enéd with 22

3 () I or better student-to-staff ratio
@

full-time staff members, including:

17

P =W U Ut

260

certified teachers
speech therapists

board certified behavior analysts &
10 registered behavior technicians

occupational therapists
adaptive aquatics instructors
school nurse

nutritional experts including a

professional chef with training for autism

bilingual teachers and staff members

0

staff retention rate, creating consistency
and comfort for our students and clients
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Our Mission

To empower students with autism
and related disabilities to learn
academic, social, vocational and

independent-living skills using
evidence-based strategies and
a family-centered approach.

Our Vision

Connections envisions a world
where everyone is given the
opportunity to achieve their full
potential and where students with
autism can access the specialized,
caring instruction and therapies
they need to become productive
members of their families
and community.



BEYOND THE NUMBERS — GET TO KNOW CONNECTIONS

Our highly qualified, experienced and caring team delivers top-quality education and

therapies through three entities: Connections Education Center of the Palm Beaches (our

Title 1 charter school for students in preschool-8th grade), Connections High School &
Vocational Center (our private high school) and the Connections Adult Program known

as CAP (for adults with autism who have aged out of the school system yet still need

support). We take a holistic approach to each student’s growth and consider the entire

family’s input and well-being.

Frovides state-of-the-art
tachnelogy to afford our
students the opportunity
1o communicate with pears,
family members and

Includes all students in a
robust Health & Weliness
Program to promate
healthy eating, personal
«care and fitness

Back row: Debi Johnson, Principal/Executive Director, Jason Portman, Director of Operations/CFO, Front row: Pam
Ludwick, Director of High School & Vocational Center, Melissa Carman, Director of Connections Education Center

WHO WE SERVE

Our students and adult clients range
on the autism spectrum and need

moderate to high support.

of our students live below
the poverty line.

come from minority families.

Almost live in single-parent
families or with grandparents.

Our students come from Palm

Beach County.

Each family supports the school
with hours of volunteer

work each year.
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Connections
Education Center

Meet Kindergartener Chamia-Marie.

Before coming to Connections, she

struggled to communicate, held to a

rigid routine constructed in her mind,
remained isolated and experienced 10

Education Center

® Openedin 2015

® Serves 88 students ages 3-14
in preschool-8th Grade

® Currently, at max capacity
with a waiting list

® 36,300 hours or reading

instruction yearly
or more tantrums a day, making life very difficult for her and her
family. But as she begins her second year at Connections, she’s a ® 26,400 hours of math and
fun-spirited girl who interacts with other students, feeds herself, science lessons yearly
expresses her wants and needs with a variety of nonverbal cues, ® 310 parent/family
and remains calm most of the time. She’s now working on matching consultations yearly

quantities to numbers and learning the sounds letters make. Her
mom Milande says, “I love this school. She has done so well there.”

® 15 parents/staff trainings yearly

Our nonprofit, Title 1 charter school delivers high-quality academic instruction plus early intervention
for young students with autism. Applying evidence-based teaching strategies and a personalized
combination of therapies, the school helps students master the skills they need to become confident
learners and engaged members of their families and communities. We leverage cutting-edge technology
to enhance learning. For nonverbal students, for example, we equip them with assistive technology
devices to support communication, socialization and academic mastery. We extend learning with
extracurricular rotations through classes for art, healthy eating, fitness and aquatics, and we engage

in community integration through field trips.

Each student’s learning plan is detailed in an Individual Education Plan (IEP) developed A
by certified educators in collaboration with each student’s family. Teachers communicate A
continuously with parents and caregivers to build consistency and success between PALM BEACH ILLUSTRATED'S

home and school environments.

Highest-Rated
Charter School for
Autism in the Entire State!

In aggregate, student academic mastery
is measured through a statewide

standardized test called the Florida
Standards Alternate Assessment (FSAA).
Connections is the only charter school

for students with autism in
Florida to have achieved the
“Commendable” rating
on the FSAA!
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DUCATION
Connections Wins Top Honors in AWA R DS

Palm Beach Illustrated Magazine's
2023 Education Awards

We are honored to have received the “Institutional
Excellence” award from Palm Beach Illustrated
magazine in their 2023 Education Awards program.
This prestigious award, chosen from hundreds of
entries, is a testament to our dedication to providing

high-quality education and service to students /

with autism.




HOW WE SERVE

Connections High School &
Vocational Center

Meet AJ, a highly intelligent high schooler
who struggled with communication, :
behavior regulation and emotional control ¥ & __
before coming to Connections in elementary % J "
school. At his prior school, he slipped out of
sight during recess and ran down Glades
Road until stopped by a stranger. At .
Connections, he is kept safe and given the environment and strategtes
he needs to learn. He has made a significant transformation. “AJ is
having the best year that I've seen in 10+ years,” says high school
director Pam Ludwick. “He’s building stronger relationships and
commupnication skills daily.”

Akemi, AJ’s mom, adds: “As long as he’s at Connections, I don’t have
to worry about anything because I know he’s in great hands.”

Our private, nonprofit high school weaves together functional
academics and vocational training to help older students with autism
transition into adulthood. In our apartment-style classroom and
kitchen, students engage in hands-on learning to build independent-
living skills. They also benefit from our full rotation of extracurricular
classes as well as targeted therapies delivered throughout the school
day based on each student’s education plan, which is created by our
certified educators collaborating with each student’s family.

Connections High School &
Vocational Center

erves &8 high school students
ages 15-22

Currently, at max capacity
with a waiting list

12,100 hours or reading

instruction yearly

8,800 hours of math and

science lessons yearly

10,080 hours of independent-
living skills and vocational
instruction yearly

104 parent/family
consultations yearly

15 parents/staff trainings
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Connections Adult
Program (CAP)

Meet Mikayla, a kind girl who was
diagnosed with autism early in life.

she still needed structure and specialized
support during the day, and her options
were limited. At CAP, she found an ideal

place to stay safe and keep learning, and in the spring of 2023, she
earned her culinary certificate! She’s now working on additional
employment skills and hopes to hold a job in the future. “Connections
is a really special place,” says Mikayla’s mom Jen. “They really care
about the kids.”

CAP is an engaging program where young adults with autism can
enjoy their days in a structured, supportive environment while they
continue developing social skills, communication abilities, safety
awareness, independent-living skills, vocational abilities and even
leisure skills.

Holistic Approach to Develop

Targeted Therapies
Based on each child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP), our students benefit from
high-quality therapies delivered throughout the school day in group settings and in
one-on-one sessions. Students benefit from proven therapies — speech, occupational
and behavioral - that help build communication abilities, social skills, behavior
regulation, motor coordination and sensory regulation.

Health, Wellness & Aquatics Program

Our holistic program includes an innovative Health, Wellness & Aquatics
Program to address unique challenges that students with autism experience.
This program combats the No. 1 cause of death for children with autism,
which is drowning, as well as lifestyle factors that have a significant
impact on their quality of life.

This program starts with a fitness program where a personalized fitness
plan is created for each student by a certified personal trainer who
understands the motor challenges and aversion to structured exercise
that many students with autism experience. All students in preschool
through 8th grade have shown improvement in gross motor skills,
and 84% of high schoolers have maintained or improved

their weight while participating in the fitness program.

DUCATION CENTER

Connections
Adult Program (CAP)

Opened in 2020
Serves 14 adults ages 23+

Currently, at max capacity
with a waiting list

13,440 hours of independent-
living skills and vocational
instruction yearly

12 CAP dlients participate in
community service for Peggy's
Pantry at Peggy Adams Animal
Rescue League and All-Tag Security




earning

The nutrition program helps students who eat a limited number of foods - a m B ROurs of speech
9

common problem among those with autism - gain exposure to healthy foods
and applies a systematic approach that has proven effective in helping students therapy yearly

expand their diets to include fruits and vegetables. In 2023, our volunteers and

students built a garden on-site that older students maintain. The harvest is shared ® 5,020 hours of

among classes for learning and has piqued students’ interest in trying healthy occupational therapy yearly
foods that may be new to them.

® 27,840 hours behavioral

Our aquatics program is designed to teach water safety to combat the high therapy yearly

rate of drowning among children with autism who are 160 times more likely to
drown than the‘1r neurotyplca.l peers. Ogr aquatics program 19clude§ weekly, ® 5,280 adaptive swim
one-on-one swim lessons designed specifically for students with autism, who
usually acquire this skill differently than neurotypical peers. More than 70%
of Conne.ctio’ns’ stu‘dents haYe learned to swim 5-10 yards independently. B (s rrimer Camp
Connections’ adaptive aquatics program was shared as a model at the 30th i

Annual Statewide CARD Conference in 2023. attendees in 2023

lessons yearly

Meet high schooler Kylen.
Before coming to Connections
two years ago, he didn’t know
how to swim. “With the
drownings in Florida and

all the water and canals, it
frightening for us,” says his
grandmother and caregiver
Zory. “But the Connections
swim classes are helping him
get more comfortable in the
water and work on learning

to swim,” she adds.

Summer Program

While most children fall back academically a little over
school breaks, students with autism often experience
more serious regression. This regression can impact their
ability to communicate, socialize, self-regulate and follow
instructions, and that’s on top of the academic regression
that may occur. That’s why Connections offers a Summer
Camp for students who need routine, structure and guided
social interactions. Our program meets the needs of students
with autism in a safe, caring environment and helps them
retain skills they’ve worked so hard to master during the
school year.

2022-23 ANNUAL REPORT © 9



This is an exciting time of growth and achievement at Connections.
Here are highlights from the last school year.

Secured Our Space

Our building was purchased by Building Hope, a nonprofit foundation that
helps charter schools buy buildings as well as providing other facility, financial
and operational services. With this, we have been able to initiate a more

favorable lease, replace the roof and install new air conditioning units,
creating a better environment for our students and adult clients.

Completed the Purchase of Our School Bus
Thanks to the generosity of our community of donors, we were able to complete the
purchase of our new school bus. This larger, more modern school bus is designed
specifically for children with special needs and includes the latest safety features.
Already in use, the bus enables us to transport students and clients to adaptive
swim lessons as well as field trips and community-based learning opportunities.

Built a Working Garden On-Site
With the help of the PGA Community Outreach Committee and Growing
Together Farm, we built a working garden along the side of our building. The
garden gives our students and clients hands-on learning opportunities, and the
harvest is shared at school to help expand the diets of self-restricted eaters. When
children see how food grows, they’re more interested in trying things like healthy
fruits and vegetables. Our adult clients regularly tend to the garden.

Expanded Our Board

We have added several new, highly credentialed members to our charter
school’s Board of Directors. These new board members are committed to the
success of Connections and bring significant expertise in their professional
areas as well as strong community connections.

Graduated 8 Adults from the Recipes for Success Program

A local nonprofit, Extraordinary Charities, launched an innovative program
called Recipes for Success through which adults with special needs can learn
culinary skills and then take the industry’s culinary exam with accommodations.
We're proud to say that eight of our adult clients successfully completed this
program in the spring of 2023 and now hold the SafeServe® certificate required
to work in the culinary field.




organizations in order to give our students and adult
clients greater opportunities to learn and engage with
the community. Here are highlights.

Special AF 7,

Olympics f§§|oﬁa‘

Florida
We partner with this amazing
organization to bring inclusive
sports to our students. Through
these sports, our students work on
motor skills, balance,
coordination, memory and
fitness all while having fun. These
sports also give students a way
to connect with neighbors and
others in the community. We are
honored to have earned the Special
Olympics’ designation as a Unified
Champion School, reflecting our
commitment to promoting
inclusive sports for all.

We've formed strong partnerships with local and national

igtw-
EXTRAORDINARY
CHARITIES

|
This local nonprofit offers a
program called Recipes for

Success that teaches culinary skills

to adults with special needs.

Led by accomplished chef Gregory
Schiff, these classes teach kitchen
safety, food safety, cooking and
serving. In spring 2023, we
celebrated as eight of our clients
graduated from Recipes for
Success. Each passed the culinary
exam given with accommodations
and earned a SafeServe® certificate,
which opens the door to holding
ajob in the culinary field.

INCLUSION

S e on o, Water safety is a top
*Qhund® . priority for our
,% community, and
%o we partnered with
Oy o&@ the I.Drowning.
each ©° Prevention Coalition
of Palm Beach County to hold free
parent seminars. These seminars
reinforce the skills we teach students
during our one-on-one adaptive
swim lessons to combat the high
rate of drowning among
children with autism.

We Value All of Our Community Partners:

o All-Tag Security

« American Heart Association

« Big Brothers Big Sisters

« Drive Shack

« Drowning Prevention Coalition
of Palm Beach County

« Early Learning Coalition of
Palm Beach County

« FAU CARD
o First Tee

Florida Panthers Foundation
Lynn University Conservatory of Music
Mike Menor - Growing Together Farm
Palm Beach Atlantic
Palm Beach County Park and Recreation
Palm Beach County Youth
Services Department
Palm Beach Gardens Community
Outreach Committee

Pediatric Partners

o+ Peggy’s Pantry of Peggy Adams
Animal Rescue League

PGA Community Outreach
Committee

School District of Palm
Beach County

+ Vinceremos Therapeutic

Riding Center

Palm Beach State (Dental Hygiene Program)
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KEY EVENTS

75 CONNECTION Gay

Wmﬁfm

Enchanted Garden of Hope

An incredible group of supporters spent an evening in the Enchanted Garden of Hope at
our 2023 Hearts & Hands Gala in February and helped raise a record-setting $480,000 to
support Connections. Guests enjoyed a cocktail reception, live music from students at

the Lynn University Conservatory of Music, dinner, dancing with the Krush Party Band,

a silent auction and a celebration of the progress students are making while attending
Connections. The event featured WPTV’s Michael Williams as the master of ceremonies
and a moving recognition of this year’s special honorees who have made significant
contributions to the school’s mission of empowering students and young adults with autism.

Thank you to all the attendees, donors, sponsors
and volunteers who helped make this our
most successful gala yet!




EVENT HONOREES

INDIVIDUAL HONOREE: Debra Jo
Debra Johnson is a beloved educator of 35+ years and lead
has dedicated her life to helping children with special needs. €
the Executive Director and Principal of Connections, Debra i b
and soul of our school and has poured herself into opening its doo

and enabling its growth so that children with autism have access to
" support they need.

In a world that sees limits for children with autism, Debra sees great
possibilities. She sees how they learn and how hard they work to communicate and gain skills. She
created a culture of excellence, respect and compassion where students can thrive. “Students with
needs teach you more than you teach them,” she says.

QOO

CORPORATE HONOREE: Rooney’s Golf Foundation
Rooney’s Golf Foundation is a nonprofit organization based in West Palm Beac
that began as a charitable golf tournament and has grown into a far—reachm ,
group that produces seven annual events to raise funds for multiple charities,
including Connections. In recent years, Rooney’s has selected Connections
a beneficiary for the Rooney’s 5k Run and Overcomer Breakfast. In additi
to financial benefits, this selection has given Connections the opportunity§
to reach new audiences with our message of autism acceptance and L
inclusion while informing others about the work we do and the significant
impact our supporters make.

1’5 GOLEFOUND 47, 7
Al . 1

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

S
CORPORATE HONOREE: Florentino Ortiz
Florentino Ortiz’s tireless volunteer efforts have made a profound

impact on our school and the children we serve. He has taken on
various tasks, ranging from repairing air conditioning units to s*’ '
plumbing problems, to helping keep our building in good conditi
He is always willing to help and always brings a smile and cheerf
spirit. “This is a special place, and I'm happy to be able to help '
some of their needs,” Florentino adds.

Special Thanks!

~ Gala Co-Chairs:
Carol Kaufman and Laura Pope

Gala Committee Members: N

Charleen Decort, Dawn Donohue, Kathy Edenzon, Debra Johnson, Sonia Kay;:
Ken Kretschman, Orlando Ortiz, Aura Ortiz, Jason Portman,
Valerle Sllverman, Amy Thompson
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As the prevalence of autism reaches unprecedented levels, it's never

Draw the Line on Drowning

been more important to understand the needs of those impacted
by autism and ensure that essential services are available. During
Autism Acceptance Month in April 2023, Connections highlighted
the fact that drowning is the No. 1 cause of death for children
with autism who are 160 times more likely to drown than their
neurotypical peers.

Our classes and parents engaged in a peer-to-peer fundraiser to Draw
the Line on Drowning by raising money for our aquatics program.
Boosted by a generous donor who gave a 2x match, this successful
campaign raised $32,743 for our adaptive swim lessons and earned media

coverage on WPTV. We are incredibly grateful to our match donor and
everyone who participated in this campaign!

Our classroom winners included:

® Most Amount Raised
Connections Adult Program (CAP)

® Highest Number of Donors
CAP & Ms. Maria’s Class Tied

® Most Laps Completed =
sk

Ms. Janine’s & Ms. Treena’s Classe
Tied '_'., : _+_
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STRONG FINANCIAL DISCIPLINE

Operating Expenses
A Charter School...............cucu.... $4,635,902
A High School & Adult................. $1,009,677

Operating Revenue

A Charter SChoOl ........coovvrreermreneniiiieeeeeereenenenenns $3,326,572
A High School & Adult..........ccovvveuinueninnncnnennne $623,516

A Gap (Met Through Fundraising Efforts) ......... $1,868,520

Fundraising Sources to Cover the 30%+ Gap

Public funding for our students falls short of the cost to provide the specialized
instruction and therapies they need. We depend on and appreciate our generous
donors who bridge the funding gap.

" $775,504

$587,004
$491,026

$14,986
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There’s never been a greater need for the services we provide. Autism rates continue
to climb, and we remain at capacity. Our five-year, strategic plan calls for an expansion
so that we can meet the needs of more students and adults who need our services.

In the coming year, our top priorities include:

Build a Sensory-Friendly Playground
o

Open Our Food Pantry

Thanks to incredibly generous donors, we are preparing
to open a full, sensory-friendly playground where our
students can exercise muscles and meet sensory needs in
a safe space outdoors. Research has shown that move-
ment and play enable children to have better attention,
focus and communication during academic activities.

Expand Our Sensory Room

With the addition of a second, commercial-grade
refrigerator and our partnership with the Palm Beach
County Food Bank, we are able to open a food pantry
complete with perishable products to help ensure our
students and families in the Connections community
do not go hungry.

Continually Improve Classrooms

®
Many students with autism need a safe space where We'll continue equipping our teachers and students
they can have controlled sensory experiences in with advanced technology and proven tools that help
order to feel calm, self-regulate, increase tolerance students reach their full potential.
to specific sensory stimuli and more. Our expanded
sensory room will be equipped with the tools to Expand Our Vocational Center
accomplish this important work so that students
P P To give our high school students and adult clients
can return to the classroom ready to learn. . . _ ;
more opportunities to gain job-ready skills, we're
. . expanding our vocational center and opening our
Launch the Connections Cares Family P 5 _ pening
. Sunflower Shoppe on-site.
Assistance Program
This new program will support the mental health of Launch the Task Force on the Future
the child and family, empower parents to enable their .
. . s . . Our Task Force on the Future of Connections is in
child to function well within the family, and provide )
. the process of planning to meet the long-term needs
resources to meet basic needs. ) ] ]
of our growing school and center. This group includes
S board members and community members who
Building Improvements -
o evaluate the need for additional classroom space as

With our new lease in place, we will continue improving
our facility to create a safer, more effective learning
environment. Upcoming enhancements include
elevator improvements and the installation of a
perimeter security fence.

well as a gym, pool and more.




Myrna Black Abramowitz
Lawrence and Patricia Abramson
Martha Ackerman

Daily Acosta

Gregory T. Adams

Audrey Ades

Joshua Adler

Amanda Aeschilman
Amanda Albright

Carlene Alexander

Marcy Allen

Tracy Alpern

Jalicia Anderson

Mateo and Colleen Apicella
Kevin and Frances Asbacher
Karen Asofsky

Rosalia Ellen Avellino
Sergio and Marcia Azoy
Cindy Bae

Michael Bailey

Deborah Baker

Tamara Chivers Baker
Katharine Bandini

Alexia Barbish-Sommer
Susan Bassett

Kelley Bastien

James Bayes

John and Rosemary Branift
Hyacinthia Becton

Kristen Belford-Kanjo
Nancy Beren

Denis Berg

Joanne Berkow

Melissa Berman

Mark and Shari Bernstein
Sheree Biafore

Fern Wolke Bloom

Jane Bockius

Hermite Bonny

Patricia Borsch

Jennifer Boss

Gerry Boudreau and Jeanette Ristau
Nancy Bourne

Annette Bowerman
Kimberly Bowerman
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THANK YOU SUPPORTERS

Amy Brand

Natalie Brathwaite

Jaime Bravo

Vincent and Brandy Brenner
Gloria Brickenden

Marcy Brody

Regina Brooks

Sharon Burton

Milcha Callari

Pamela Marie Calzadilla
Marvella Campbell

Patricia Campbell

Melissa Carman

Brett and Angela Carpenter
Raquel Carrasco

Cristina Carrasquillo

Stacy Carter

Stephanie Cassatly

Rene Cazanas Jr and Lilette Cazanas
Faydel Chambers

Lyndia Charles

Milande Charles

Jacqueline Chason

Tamela Cleveland

Dale and Susan Clift

Danna Cohen

Howard and Susan Cohen
Stuart Cohen

Wendy Cohn

Deborah Collins

Kenneth and Ann Condon
Sara Connolly

Christine D. Cook

Theodore J. Coppola

Mark and Judith Coran
Milly Corbo

Meredith Cores

William Corley and Julia Corley
Kimberly Corter

Spiros and Ada Cotakis
Roberto Cruz and Dr. Paola Herrera
Richard and Natalee Cuccioli
Jerry and Susan Davenport
Karen Davis

Brian Dean

Fred and Meg DeCaro

Lisnardo and Isabelle DeCastro
Marie Bloom Deckert
Eugene and Amanda Deev
Allison Delpesche

David and Rachel Demay
Nicholas and Maria DePalma
Lexy DePhillips

Wendy Derhak

Peter and Ruth Derow
Gino and RobinSue Desimone
Laurie Mearns Dimartino
Nancy Dinkin

Nancy DiPierro

Donnelley Family

Dawn Donohue

Lisa Doran

Helga Doyle

Carol Dubois

Lauren Duemig

Terrance and Lauren Dufty
Janet Dwork

Alexandra Edenzon
Frances and Irwin Edenzon
Marc and Kathleen Edenzon
Andrea Ehrenberg

Philip Ekstein

Niccola Ellefson

Stephanie Espana

Laura Esquivel

Gal Ettner-Levkovitz

Bruce Evans

Chani Ezagui

Nadine Fagan

Peter and Deborah Falcone
Christina Farris

Deborah Feinsinger

Susan Feldman

Rayzzah Feliciano

Candace Felix

Aaron Ferraris

Lisa Ferro

Susan Fetkowitz

Karen Fischer

Jeffrey and Ileene Fisher
Lucy Fleischmann

Wendy Fleisher

Carrie Flynn

Billee Foks

Deborah Ford

Danielle Ford



George and Susan Ford
Scott and Deborah Ford
Stacey Frances

Mark Friedmann

Gaye Galluccio

David Garcia

Robert and Diana Gardner
Eric Geller

Lisa Gendal

Lens and Patrikka Georges
Gerald and Pamela Giannone
James and Bandi Gilley
Kiezia Girard-Lawrence
Irene Glanz

Catherine Glover

Joyce Goldberg

Rona Goldstein

Roberta Golub

Aida Gonzalez

Chelsea Goodwin

Joan Gordon

Brian and Marissa Gould
Evan Gould

Michael Grife

Ana Gropper

Vincent and Laura Grue
Stephen Habetz

Jaquelyn Halderman
Jenny Halpin

Krista Hamilton

Sara Harary

Brittany Harding

Forrest and JoAnn Hayes
Dr. Michael and Mora Hecht
Shelly Hedge

Elaine Hemmings
Cameron Henderson
Dania Hernandez
Kathleen Herne

Katelyn Hewitt

Virginia Higgins

Sandra Hilcoff

April Hill

Cheryl Hine

Joann Hofmann

Robert and Darby Hold
Judith Tenzer Holzman
Janet Hoose

David and Patricia Hossenlopp
Marcy Howard

Jay and Robin Huebner
Theresa Hume

Giovanni and Lauren Ilerand
Marcy Isdaner

Jaine Italiano

Carlos Jacinot

Gayle Jacobs

Debra Johnson and William Churchill
George and Janice Joy

Ali Kasher

David and Myra Kaster

Amy Katzenberg

Margery Katzenberg

Dana Kaufman

Mark and Carol Kaufman
James Kay and Dr. Sonia Kay
Kimberly Keating

Peter and Elizabeth Keith
Siobhan Kelly

Thomas Kelly

Ardith D. Kenny

Rachelle Kissil

Frank and Katherine Knapfel
Jake and Anne Kojalo
Christina Krause

Kenneth Scott and Kimberly Kretschman
Susan and Kenneth Kretschman
Michael Kridel

Julie Krotenberg

Michael Kuckelman

Michele Kukla

David Kunik

Esther LaBovick

Anthony and Akemi Lazzeri
Chung Lee

Nancy Lefkowitz

Patti Brody Lehrhoff

Mary Leighton

Theodore and Rosalyn Leopold
Dr. Alan and Marilyn LeRoy
Carol Levine

Robert Lichten

Dr. Daniel and Shirley Lichtstein
Ann Lilenbaum

Kirk Lillie

Dorothy Litt

Evonn Loren

Mary Elisabeth Lupo

Chris Lyons

Jonathan MacDonald

Ruth Mageria

Tatayana Maltseva

Lauren Meehan Marcum
Brad and Sabrina Markin
Janine Marley

Zoraida Marrero

Lisha Marrow

Jennifer Matterazzo

Ellen Mazer-Pederson

Lori McAlear PA.

Jennifer McCabe

Ryan McCain

Mary Kay McGann

Charles and Brenda McGarrity
Gaby Mealy

Michael and Ruth Menor
Thomas Metcalfe

Stacy Miller

Jody Minde

Lew and Jennifer Minsky
Dr. Medwin Mintzis
Rosario Moleti

Patricia Monti

Kimberly Moore

Joe and Charleen Morales
Mitchell and Serka Morgenstern
Lois Morse

Greg and Zulema Mortman
Daniel and Natasha Mueller
Marjorie Nagrotsky
Ferdinand and Maria Nanali
TJ and Monique Nelligan
Christine Neptune

Rafael Nerys-Colon

Paula Newmark

J Greg and Fiona Noles
Patrick Noon

Shari Noskin

Rebekah O’Connor

Anne Ogilvy

Florentino and Zenaida Ortiz
Jeremy and Amanda Ortiz
Orlando and Aura Ortiz
William and Dorothy Owens
Stephen Padula

Tiffany Panico

George Pardo

Allyson Paris

Ronald and Debra Parr
Howard and Jody Passov
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THANK YOU SUPPORTERS

Neepa Patel
Shari Rottblatt Pearson
Doug and Arielle Goldhammer
Karen Pecht
Dr. Jeffrey and Phyllis Penner
Luis Perez
Bryan and Caren Perilman
Paula Perretz
Walter and Corinne Pickett
Wilpidio and Sheila Pinto
Karen Plump
Ruth Plump
Tiffany Poli
Carl M. Pope
Marisa Pope
Michael and Laura Pope
Jason Portman and Pamela Ludwick
Dr. Edward and Norlyn Poto
Elizabeth Potter
Vijay Prashad
Deborah Lee Prescott
Maria Pumarejo
Maryellen Quinn-Lunny
Gail Hoffman Racana
Reed Raggio
Patti Rao
John and Beverlee Raymond
Julia Reavley
Sheldon and Caron Regenbaum
Laura Williams and

Todd Registration
Anthony and Laureen Rich
Barbara Rich
Nancy Richter
Sheila Richter
Barbara Rickard
Ariyan Riley
Angela Robinson
Leann and Maritza Rodriguez
Rafael Rodriguez
Jason and Sarah Rogers
Sebastiano Romeo
Patrick Rooney Jr.
Leslie Rosenberg
Margaret Rosenstock
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Mitchell and Julie Ross
Eileen Rostock

Brian Roth

Todd Rouse

Joseph and Carol Ruggerio
Nicholas Ruggiero

Carol Ruggiero

Francine Ellen Sachs
Constance Samways
Shayne Sanabria

Jess Santamaria
Katherine Scarim

Robin Schafler

Dr. Thomas Schechtman
Michelle Schmitt
Maryann Schneider
Lissa Schwab

Dr. Michael and Joan Schweitz
Barbara Secrest

Shirley Segura

Ruth Shapiro

Phobe Shochat

Gregory and Sheila Shola
Chrissy Shovick

Sheryl Shuel

Elinor Siklossy

Carolina Silva

Patricia Silva

Debbie Silver

Valerie Silverman

Arun Singhal

Dianne Smith

Marcia Smith

Caryn St John

Daniel and Donna Stegall
Bonnie Stein

Samuel and Kirsten Stephenson
Paula Steuerman

Sheila Straus

Grady Sudovar

Lori Sweat

Debra Tassone

Kellen Tensen

Doreen Testa

Beverly Thomes

Paul and Patricia Thomas
Amy Thompson

Pepe and Sarah Tiilikka
Meghan Toner

Wilma Turk
Katherine Tustin

Melissa Tyner

Diane Vacca

Jo Anne Van De Voort

Kayla Viaud

Atlanta Visker

Caroline Joyce Von Feilitzsch
Lynne Ward

Robert and Kathleen Watson
Daniel and Tammy Weinbaum
Ronald Weinbaum

Arden Weinstein

Barbara Weiss

Fredric and Adrianne Weissman
Darcel Wells

Katie Wentley

Donna Wexler

Lynne Wheat

Arceiba White

Stephen and Nancy Wilhoit
Doretta Williams

Jan Williams

Michael and Leisa Williams
Mary Connor Wills

Deborah Wing

Akio Wise

Amber Withers

Sara J. Wolfe

Aaron and Kelisha Wolke
Michelle Wolke

Jeffrey and Gae Wood

Carl and Wendy Wright

Randi Yanow

Yvonne Yegge

Marc and Ellen Yellin
Charles Zambrano
Michele Zimmerman
John and Marcia Zweig




Corporations, Foundations and In Kind

A World of Wellness

Adele Marie Bradley Foundation, Inc.

Adrenaline Entertainment Center

Advantage Business Solutions Ent.

Akris

American Eagle Outfitters

American Heart Association

Antero Charitable Foundation

Arise Bioscience

BallenlIsles Charities Foundation

Ballpark of the Palm Beaches

Bedner’s Farm Fresh Market

Begnoche, Tumminia, & Klein Dental

Black Bart International

Blueline Surf Shop

Brevard Zoo

C2SHORE

Camilli’s Pizza

Carmine’s Gourmet Market

Chasin A Dream Foundation Inc.

Choice To Change, Inc.

Clearwater Marine Aquarium

Coopers Hawk

Cox Science Center and Aquarium

CR Chicks

CRS Benefit Consultants

Cucina Palm Beach

Danforth Development

Delray Beach Open

Digital Vibez

Doris Italian Market

Dove Technology

Evelyn & Arthur

Exceptional Ensembell

Extended Hands Community
Outreach, Inc.

Flah & Company Insurance, Estate
& Benefit Planners

Figtree Global LLC

First Republic Bank

Florida Panthers Community
Relations Team

Florida Playgrounds

Force E Scuba Centers

Frigates Waterfront Bar & Grill

Frost Museum of Science

Fun Depot

Get Wet Watersports

Goldcoast Family Therapy

Got Sprouts

Greenacres Bowl

Hamilton Jewelers

Hampton Inn & Suites

Henderson Insurance

Historical Society of Martin County

Hope From Harrison, Inc.

Integrated Healthcare Systems
Behavioral Health Inc.

Islamorada Beer Company

Island Dolphin Care

Jackson Associates Research

Jamba Juice

Jon Smith Subs

JR Santamaria, LLC

Jupiter Donuts

Jupiter Inlet Boat Rental

Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse

Koppelman Family Foundation

Kravis Center for the Performing Arts

Leo’s Pizza

Lighthouse Cove Adventure Golf

Lilly Pulitzer

Lion County Safari

LJMP Bernstein Charitable
Foundation Inc.

Lost Tree Foundation

Love Serving Autism

Madison Green Golf Club

Maison Maurice

Mario The Baker

Miami Marlins

Mint Eco Car Wash

Norton Museum of Art

Palm Beach Iceworks

Palm Beach Illustrated

Palm Beach Kennel Club

Palm Beach National Golf & CC

Peggy Adams Animal Rescue

Pet Paradise

PGA Community Outreach Com.

Rapids Water Park

RB Designs

Richard and Elaine Ades Family
Foundation

Rooney's Golf Foundation Inc.

Ruth Derow Pet Portraits

Sailfish Marina Resort

Salt Suite

Sandhill Crane Golf Club

Sandy James Fine Food & Production

Schaefer Drugs

Sea Turtle Adventures

Shifting United

Shoot Straight

Silverball Museum

Small Fish Big Fish Swim School

Sotheby’s International Realty

Southern 441 Toyota

Starbucks Coftfee Company

Stonewood Grill & Tavern

Strathmore Bagels & Deli

Summer Crush Vineyard & Winery

Sunshine Swim School

Susan & Stuart Cohen Charitable
Foundation

Swank Specialty Produce

The Black Horse Foundation

The Board Babes

The Center for Pediatric
Neuropsychology

The Charles Stein Family
Foundation Inc.

The Drivers Seat

The General Ledger of the Palm
Beaches, Inc.

The Give Back Community

The Lane Spa

The Lassor & Fanny Agoos
Charity Fund

The Lifestyle Nutrition Institute PLLC

The National Croquet Club

The Shaw Family Charitable
Foundation

The Tux Shop

The W. Bradford Ingalls
Charitable Foundation Trust

Titos Handmade Vodka

Total Wine and More

Tripp Scott Attorneys at Law

Turtle & The Wolf

Village Golf Club

Vinceremos Therapeutic
Riding Center

Wells Fargo Advisors

Young Body Rehabilitation
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Connections Education Center

Sonia F. Kay, Ph.D., OTR/L
President

Michael S. Kridel, CPA/CFF/CITP, CFC
Treasurer ¢ Finance Committee Chair

Elinor Siklossy, MSW
Secretary

Jay Huebner
Director

Orlando Ortiz
Director

Stephen J. Padula, JD
Director

Valerie Silverman, MSW
Director

Nancy DiPierro
Director

Allison Delpesche
Parent Involvement Representative

Connections High School &
Vocational Center

Marc Edenzon

President

Carol Kaufman
Secretary

Sheree Biafore
Treasurer

Elinor Siklossy, MSW
Secretary

Bruce Evans
Director

Advancement Committee Members

Tricia Borsch, Marc Edenzon, Sonia F. Kay,
Orlando Ortiz, Laura Pope, Elinor Siklossy,

Valerie Silverman, Jason Rogers




THANK YOU FOR INVESTING IN LIFE CHANGE

Give to Connections and make a tangible difference
for the 1 in 36 right here in Palm Beach County.

3 Easy Ways to Give Today

&

Donate by Mail Donate by Phone Donate Online

Connections Education Center Call: 561-328-6044 www.connectedpb.com/donate

1310 Old Congress Ave., Suite 100
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

Donations
Make a tax-deductible gift to Connections in the form of cash, stocks, or mutual fund
shares for operational support, programs, or capital expenses. Or direct your gift to

the Connect to the Future Fund to support the highest-priority needs.

Matching Gifts

Many employers will match your donation. Send your employer’s

matching gift form to Connections with your contribution.

Donor-Advised Funds (DAF)

Making a gift through DAF Direct is convenient and I love helping children and wanted to give at a time

when I could see the benefits of my gift. When
I heard that children at Connections needed a
playground, I knew that was the need I wanted to
meet. It warms my heart to know how much the
children will enjoy this new space.

offers you a streamlined, centralized way to support

our life-changing programs.

Endowment
Consider leaving a legacy by including Connections

in your estate planning. Your gift will become part of
- Addy van Leeuwen, Connections Donor

a permanently held endowment at the Community
Foundation of Palm Beach and Martin Counties
to benefit the Connections community in perpetuity.

Planned Giving
Remember Connections in your will or trust and leave a legacy
that will continue empowering students with autism for years to come.

Volunteer

We depend on the support of incredible volunteers at our events and certain classroom activities.
Please contact us at 561-328-6044 if you'd like to make an impact as a volunteer.
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cwnecno@

Empowering Students with Autism

1310 Old Congress Avenue
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

561.328.6044
www.connectedpb.com

“Have you ever watched a child work really hard day after day to
learn a skill and then finally get it? That moment is magical, and
I have a front-row seat to that kind of growth every day.

When a child learns to decode a word, solves a math problem, makes
a friend or swims the full length of the pool, its the best feeling.

We've seen such amazing progress at Connections, and I'm
filled with hope for the individuals we serve.”

4

TR

- Debra Johnson,
Executive Director & Principal
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