


Today, 1 in 44 children in America is diagnosed with autism. 
That significant prevalence means that autism is no longer 
someone else’s concern. It’s a part of all of our lives. 

Even if you don’t have a child, grandchild or family member with autism  
yet, you now live in a world where you will interact with people with  
autism in daily life -- at work, in the store, at the gym, at the club.

We’re all connected to  
autism and we all have a 
responsibility to help. You 
might help by donating 
funds, volunteering your 
time, learning how to  
interact more effectively 
with people on the autism 
spectrum or intentionally 
being kind to those who 
have autism.
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You’re more connected to 
autism than you may think
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At Connections of the Palm Beaches, we’re helping by 
building a world where we all belong, including those with 
autism and their families.

We’re a nonprofit educational center specifically designed to  
serve students with autism and related disabilities to help 
them reach their full potential. These students are not well 
served by public schools, and 80% of our students come from 
disadvantaged families who cannot afford expensive private 
schools. After age 22, there’s little to no supportive program 
available so these students often have no place they belong 
outside their parents’ home. 

Connections is designed to meet the needs of students with 
autism from Pre-K through young adulthood. 

We invite you to partner with us to extend your impact and help 
a vulnerable group that is often underserved in our community. 

The rate of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in the United 
States has grown significantly in recent years, now impacting  
1 in 44 children, according to the Centers for Disease  
Control & Prevention (CDC). ASD impacts all racial,  
ethnic and socioeconomic groups and is four times  
more common among boys than girls.
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Welcome to the Connections Education Center of the Palm Beaches’ annual report to the community for the 
2021-22 fiscal year. In the seven years we have served as Executive Director and Board President, we are proud  
of remaining true to our mission by staying focused on our students, families and the community we serve. We 
are inspired by our donors, partners and staff who have risen to the unprecedented challenges of this past year. 
They have demonstrated resilience, creativity and dedication to the Connections’ community.

Connections continues to grow, innovate and improve our services. We strive to enhance awareness of the  
capabilities of people with autism, accept all students as they are, and advocate for education and programs  
that will enable their successful integration into our community.  

This year, we returned to a sense of normalcy with students attending class and having a variety of opportunities in 
the community. But this period of upheaval is not yet over. The pandemic and its side effects, like student regression, 
inflation, supply chain problems and staff shortages, still present challenges to our most vulnerable students and 
their families.

On a positive note, we learned many lessons from the pandemic. We learned that:
 • our students and families are resilient
 • our staff is creative and persistent in making sure each student is served well
 • technology enables enhanced flexibility in educating the students and 
 • if we help our families meet their basic needs, both students and families do better. 

Highlights for this year include the continued funding and expansion of our innovative Health, Wellness & Aquatics 
Program. Our nutrition program has expanded to include classroom Aerogardens where students can plant, nurture 
and enjoy the fruits of their labor. Our aquatics program is now held four days a week. Funding was obtained for an 
additional school bus so we can transport students to swim lessons and expand our community-based instruction. 
(Inflation has created an unexpected need to augment funds raised, which we’ll do this year.) We also launched our  
new strategic plan, giving Connections a road map for growth and improvement for the next five years.  

We are proud to report that this year our Annual Hearts and Hands Gala was the most successful to date, and  
our annual fundraising efforts reached our goal of $1,000,000. We are incredibly fortunate to be supported by  
so many giving individuals, foundations, and corporate sponsors. You fuel our mission, and because of your  
commitment to those we serve, Connections will be able to continue providing and improving the services we 
offer to our students and their families.  

We hope that whether you have invested in Connections for years or if you’re new to the Connections community 
that you will be inspired by this report and join us in supporting students with autism and their families so we can 
build a world where everyone belongs. 

Debra A. Johnson, M.Ed
Principal/Executive Director

Sonia F. Kay, Ph.D. OTR/L
President, Board of Directors
Connections Education Center

Mark Edenzon
President, Board of Directors
Connections High School &
Vocational Center

A Message From Leadership
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Our students 
range on the 

autism spectrum 
and need 

moderate to
high support.

Each student in Pre-K -    
high school has an 

Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP) that identifies 
the goals and learning 

strategies for the 
coming year.

More than 80% 
of our students 

come from 
low-income 

families.

Each student’s 
family supports 
the school with 

40 hours of  
volunteer work  

every year.

Our students 
range in age 

from 3-22 and 
young adults 

are 23+.

The Students & Families We Serve

Incredible Growth in 8 Years of Service 

Get to Know Connections

Charter School -- 2015 to 2022 -- from 22 to 86 students

High School -- 2017 to 2022 -- from 8 to 25
Adult Program -- 2020 to 2022 -- 6 to 12

Staff -- 2015 to 2022 -- from 8 to 82
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Operating Expenses

n  Charter School ..........................$4,215,894

n  High School & Adult ................$977,320

Operating Revenue

n  Charter School ...................... $4,118,559

n  PPP ........................................ $483,970

n  High School .......................... $951,568

n  Adult Program ...................... $58,133

n  Individual Gifts ..........................$490,395

n  Events .........................................$377,267

n  Grants ........................................$365,200

n  PTO ............................................$14,104

n  Corporate Sponsorships ............$5,000

Fundraising Sources
Public funding for our students falls short of the cost to provide the 
specialized instruction and therapies they need. We depend on and 
appreciate our generous donors who bridge the funding gap.

Strong Fiscal Discipline
2021-22 School Year



What We Do

OUR MISSION
To empower students with autism and related 
disabilities to learn academic, social, vocational 
and independent-living skills using evidence-based 
strategies and a family-centered approach. 

OUR VISION
Connections envisions a world where everyone is 
given the opportunity to achieve their full potential 
and where students with autism can access the  
specialized, caring instruction and therapies they 
need to become productive members of their  
families and community.

“My connection to autism is through 
my profession as an occupational 
therapist. I previously worked at 
an outpatient facility at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta where I helped 
families and children who were early 
in their autism diagnosis or going 
through the evaluation process. 

“When the time came to move to 
Florida, I was drawn to Connections 
by the chance to work in-house at a 
school for kids with autism.

“I love how this team rallies together 
in good times and hard times. And 
I love how this team really cares for 
students and families. Caring truly  
is the core of Connections.”

-- Patrikka Georges, OTR/L 
Occupational Therapist 

SPOTLIGHT
Teacher
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How We Do It
Connections Education Center
As a Palm Beach County charter school specifically designed for 
students with autism spectrum disorder or related disabilities, 
our school serves students ages 3-14 residing in Palm Beach 
County. We use evidence-based teaching strategies paired with 
targeted therapies to provide the valuable early intervention that’s  
critical for students with autism. We collaborate with parents to 
design the best plan for the child and to enable families to rein-
force learning at home and in the community.  

Connections High School & Vocational Program
This private high school provides a unique learning opportunity 
for students ages 15-22. We weave together functional academics 
and vocational training while building social and independent- 
living skills to help older students with autism transition into 
adulthood.

Connections Adult Program (CAP)
This innovative program enables students with autism who are 
over the age of 22 to continue learning new skills and to retain 
the skills they’ve worked so hard to master. We focus on social 
skills and community integration such as recreational and  
cultural activities. We also teach independent-living skills -- 
such as cooking, personal care, goal setting, banking and hold-
ing a job – to enable our young adults to be as self-sufficient as 
possible whether living in or beyond their parents’ home.
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Targeted Therapies Make a Difference
Our team of certified, experienced therapists deliver quality  
therapies at Connections. Because students with autism vary 
in their communication and social abilities, behavioral chal-
lenges, motor coordination abilities and sensory needs, we 
provide speech therapy, occupational therapy and behavioral 
therapy to students in Pre-K through high school during the 
school day. In addition, our therapists work closely with class-
room teachers and students’ families to further drive success.

An Innovative Health, Wellness & Aquatics Program
Building on our highly successful water safety and swimming 
program that combats the high occurrence of drowning among 
kids with autism, this program now offers every student the 
opportunity to learn about kitchen safety, healthy eating, fitness, 
functional leisure and more!
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“I’m connected to autism through 
my son Jameson who is on the 
spectrum and attends Connections. 
I’m also connected through my 
work within the autism field. 

“What I love most about Connec-
tions is how they create a personal  
connection with the students and 
their families. Here, we’re not just 
another number. We’ve gotten to 
know the administration and staff 
personally and can see how much 
they care. They value our input on 
our child’s experience at Connec-
tions, and they help connect us with 
other families and any resources we 
may need. That’s so rare these days. 

“My son is happy and making great 
progress at Connections!”

-- Milly Corbo
Parent of Jameson Corbo,  
3rd Grader at Connections

SPOTLIGHT
Parent



The top floor of our school has been renovated 
to house our newly expanded Health,Wellness & 
Aquatics Program. This new learning area features:

 • a working kitchen where students can learn 
  how to safely prepare a meal

 • a nutrition center where kids learn about  
  healthy food choices and are encouraged  
  to try healthy foods they may not prefer

 • an apartment-style space where students  
  learn how to do laundry, clean dishes and 
  master more independent-living skills

 • a game room where students learn leisure  
  skills that give them the opportunity to better  
  connect with their families and community.

New School Bus
Significant progress was made toward the purchase 
of a much-needed school bus. This transportation 
is essential for our life-saving swim program so we 
can transport kids to and from the pool during the 
school day. Every child in our school has access to  
a 1:1 swim lesson each week. 

The bus is also vital to our community inclusion  
program where our teachers and staff take kids into 
the community to teach life skills such as selecting 
items at a store, paying for merchandise, handling  
unexpected sensory input and much more. These 
skills help our students be able to participate  
in outings with their families and be part of  
the community. 

AeroGardens Bring Plant Sciences to Life
A generous grant from the BallenIsles Charity  
Foundation enabled us to  
purchase AeroGardens for  
our classrooms. This visual, 
hands-on learning helps our 
students better understand 
plant life cycles and see how  
food grows. 
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Thanks to the incredible generosity of our donors and supporters,  
Connections served more students than ever before! Our student body  
grew to 117, and we were able to maintain our low student-staff  
ratio that’s essential to our effective, safe, nurturing environment.

We were also able to supply the adaptive technology and materials  
our students need to communicate and learn. 

Here are other key advancements:

Expanded Health, Wellness & Aquatics Program

2021-22 Highlights



With the prevalence of autism on the rise and already impacting 
1 out of every 44 children in America, there’s never been a greater 
need for a place like Connections. 

Our five-year strategic plan looks to expand Connections in order 
to help more students and families as well as to be of service to the 
entire community as we build a future where everyone belongs. 

Some of our key initiatives include:

Complete the Purchase of the New School Bus
To replace our aging bus and transport students to lessons in the 
pool and community.

Expand & Improve Our Facility
For streamlined operations and expenses as we maintain a safe, 
adaptive space for our students with autism.

Build an Autism-Friendly Playground
To let our wonderful students exercise muscles and meet sensory 
needs in a safe space outdoors. Movement and play enable  
children to have better attention, focus and communication 
during academic activities.

Launch Our Family Resource and  
Assistance Program
To provide family educators who offer home-based teaching, 
mental health assistance and, eventually, respite support.

Redesign Our Sunflower Shoppe
To facilitate real-world vocational opportunities for our students 
while building a new source of revenue.

Continually Improve Classrooms
To leverage advancing technology and best practices in teaching 
students with autism so they can reach their full potential.
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SPOTLIGHT
Sponsor

Corporate

Rooney’s Golf Foundation

“What connects us to autism  
and Connections is our shared 
belief that people are what 
matter most. We love the work 
that Connections does and are 
pleased to raise funds and  
awareness to support  
their mission.”

-- Patrick J. Rooney, Jr.  
CEO of Palm Beach Kennel Club, 
which selected Connections as 
a beneficiary of their Overcomer 
Breakfast and Rooney’s 5k Run

What’s Next



Event Honorees

Individual Honorees: Brenda & Chuck McGarrity
“We are led by our hearts to help,” says Brenda McGarrity. She and Chuck 
have been incredible supporters of Connections and have helped spread  
the word about our school’s impact and pressing needs throughout the  
Old Marsh community. 

Corporate Honoree: Pediatric Partners
Pediatric Partners is a well-regarded pediatric primary care group here in 
Palm Beach County and is known for providing exceptional care for all  
children including those who need behavioral care, developmental care,  
social support and psychological services. They generously provided the 
Covid testing and vaccinations to our staff, students and families in 2021.

Staff Honoree: Jason Portman 
As one of the founders of Connections, Jason has been instrumental in  
taking our vision for Connections and helping to make it a reality. He  
tirelessly works to make the lives of our students, families and staff better,  
and he does so with kindness, grace, compassion and of course, humor. 
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Special Thanks!
Gala Chairs:  

Carol Kaufman, Laura Pope and Paola Herrera

Gala Committee Members:  
Treena Catalfamo, Charleen Decort, Dawn Donohue, Debra Johnson, Sonia Kay,  

Dana Kimberly, Ken Kretschman, Pamela Ludwick, Orlando Ortiz, Patti Rao, Valerie Silverman

Our “Evening Under the Stars” was a lovely evening hosted 
by Michael Williams with laughter, tears and celebrations 
of our students’ accomplishments. The evening raised over 
$350,000 for our school! 

Thank you to all the attendees, donors and volunteers for  
making the gala a phenomenal success! 
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SPOTLIGHT
Donor

“I’m connected to autism through 
my son Chris who was diagnosed 
when he was 2½ years old. We’ve 
lived with autism for 16 years now. 

“When we found Connections, 
we were coming off of a very 
traumatic experience that Chris 
had in public school. We instantly 
felt how devoted Connections is 
to each child’s development and 
progress but also to the care of 
the family. Everyone’s well being 
is taken into consideration, and it’s 
been incredible for us.

“Chris is thriving beyond everyone’s 
expectations and we love being 
part of the Connections family.”

-- Laura Pope,
Connections Donor,  
Volunteer & Parent
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Lawrence and Patricia Abramson
Gregory Adams
Alan and Arlene Adler
Isra Adler Ahmad
Rhona Altomari
Victoria Amoroso
Colleen Apicella
Jessy Aramouni
Frances Asbacher
Ellen Avellino
Suzy Ayesh
Debra Baber
George Baxter
Kristen Belford
Eric and Terry Bell
Amy Beller
Beliza Bermudez
Claudia Bleus
Wendee Booher
Tricia Borsch
Shane Borzillo
John and Rosemary Braniff
Kay Breakstone
Sidney Bristol
Angela Brown
Keisha Brown
Aimee Brueck
Robert Brunk and Jacqueline Moore
Richard and Karen Brusca
Amanda Burdick
Ronald Burger
Samantha Bussie
Joseph and Debra Caico
Milcha Callari
Akivia Cannon
Regina Carbone
Janet Carder
Brett and Angela Carpenter
Cristina Carrasquillo

Andrea Carrasquillo
Richard Carter
Rene Cazanas Jr. and Lilette Cazanas
John and Joanne Cerreta
Faydel Chambers
Cheryl Checkers
Thomas and Penelope Chiusano
Debra Johnson and William Churchill
Anthony and Kathryn Ciafardini
Tamela Cleveland
Dale and Susan Clift
Ronald Clukey
Fanny Cobo
Maria Coffield
Howard and Susan Cohen
Lisandra Colon
Mark and Chrissy Colton
Kenneth and Ann Condon
Christine Cook
Theodore Coppola
Mark Coran
Anthony Corbo
Milly Corbo
Kimberly Corter
Freestyle Cruise
Roberto Cruz and Dr. Paola Herrera
Richard and Natalee Cuccioli
Earl Cunningham
Alessia Curle
Jerry and Susan Davenport
Fred and Meg DeCaro
Lisnardo and Isabelle DeCastro
Marie Deckert
Eugene and Amanda Deev
Allison Delpesche
Patricia Dent
Nicholas and Maria DePalma
Peter and Gina DePalma
Peter and Ruth Derow

RobinSue and Gino Desimone
Jennifer Dieste
Nancy Dinkin
Nancy Dipierro
Dawn Donohue
Margaret Donnelley and Family
Ires and Kemline Dorvil
Helga Doyle
Karen Doyle
Christopher and Lindsey Duncan
Dr. Richard and Lorri Dwoskin
Marc and Kathleen Edenzon
Frances and Irwin Edenzon
Philip Ekstein
Dr. Erin Elder
Maria Elera
Joseph and Francine Eppy
Stephanie Espana
Bruce Evans
Susan Eves
Kevin and Linda Fabri
Nadine Fagan
Theresa Fagan
Peter and Deborah Falcone
Christina Farris
Caroline Feilitzsch
Tiffany Ferguson
Olga Fernandez
Alyssa Fetkowitz
Cory Fetkowitz
Douglas Fetkowitz
Kevin Fetkowitz
Susan Fetkowitz
Chris Finkley
Karen Fischer
Jeffrey and Ileene Fisher
Pamela Fleming
Ralph and Leeda Fletcher
Andreea Fodor

Thank You Supporters
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Mark Friedmann
Gaye Galluccio
Thaddeus Gamory
Johnnalitz Garcia
Julio and Leida Gauna
Lens and Patrikka Georges
Gerald and Pamela Giannone
Barbara Gleason
John and Wendy Glidden
Arielle Goldhammer
Alicia Goldstein
Brian and Marissa Gould
Elena Gozlan
Brenda Gregory
John and Barbara Gribbel
Mark Grimmel
Ana Gropper
Vincent and Laura Grue
David and Marci Haft
Stephen and Carolyn Haggerty
Robert and Cornelia Haile
Vicki Halmos
Krista Hamilton
Rick Hamilton
Forrest and JoAnn Hayes
Michael and Mora Hecht
Shelly Hedge
Mary Heller
Elaine Hemmings
Cameron Henderson
Karen Hernandez
Katelyn Hewitt
April Hill
Gail Hoffman Racana
Robert and Darby Hold
David and Patricia Hossenlopp
Trisha Howell
Jay and Robin Huebner
Maria Huff
Giovanni and Lauren Ilerand
James and Dr. Brianna Jahna
Daniel and Angela Japha
Mary Jones
George and Janice Joy

Rachel Kats
Dana Kaufman
Mark and Carol Kaufman
James Kay and Dr. Sonia Kay
Carol Kelly
Ardith Kenny
Jeffrey Kingan
Frank and Katherine Knapfel
Peter Kojalo
Jake and Anne Kojalo
Matt Kojalo
Stanley Koppelman
Christina Krause
Susan and Kenneth Kretschman Sr.
Kenneth Jr. and Kimberley  
     Kretschman
Michael Kridel
Julie Krotenberg
Michael Kuckelman
David Kunik
Anthony and Akemi Lazzeri
Melissa Ledesma
Kerryn Lehman
Mary Leighton
Dr. Alan and Marilyn LeRoy
Stormi Lewis
Kris Lidinsky
Martin and Karen List
Dorothy Litt
John Lopez
Donald Lucarelli
Pamela Ludwick
Kathryn Lynch
Jennifer Macancela
Jonathan MacDonald
Cara MacVane
Leanna Maffeo
Abbey Maier
Jay and Joni Malcynsky
Thomas and Diane Mann
Janine Marley
Stacy Maron
Patrick and Arlinda Marrano
Zoraida Marrero

Zaida Martinez
David and Marsha Martino
Jennifer Matterazzo
Jessica Maurer
Frank and Suzanne Maurno
Mary Kay McGann
Charles and Brenda McGarrity
Steven and Jessica McGillicuddy
Donald McGrinn
Scott and Kim McKessy
Maria Mendez
Michael and Ruth Menor
Thomas Metcalfe
Ave Miceli
Dr. Medwin and Nancy Mintzis
Maritza Miranda
Luz Molina
Patricia Monti
Joe and Charleen Morales
Sonia Morgan
Mitchell and Serka Morgenstern
Zachary Mortman
Greg and Zulema Mortman
Brendan Murphy
Ferdinand and Maria Nanali
David Narvaez
Crystal Nieves
Nancy Nunes
Anne Ogilvy
Priscilla Ortiz
Florentino and Zenaida Ortiz
Jeremy and Amanda Ortiz
Orlando and Aura Ortiz
Arlene Ott
William and Dorothy Owens
Stephen Padula
George Pardo
Ronald and Debra Parr
Howard and Jody Passov
Diana Paxton
Karen Pecht
Michael Pellicione
Dr. Jeff and Phyllis Penner
Bryan and Caren Perilman
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Pilar Ruiz
Alicia Salas
Roger Salazar
Dr. Harold and Iris Sand
Dr. Tommy Schectman
Henry Schmidt
Erik Schwartz
Steven and Marcie Schwartz
John and Shona Seifert
Gina Sellers
David and Debi Shapiro
Susan Shelly
Gregory and Sheila Shola
Philip and Nancy Siegel
Elinor Siklossy
Valerie Silverman
Linda Siris
Donald and Eileen Smith
Mary Smith
Tina Smith
Tania Smith
Moshe Soloveichik and Family
Kim Spetz
Brittany St. Louis
Marcus Stenman
Paula Steuerman
Kim Suazo
Emily Surmont
Susan Surmont
Lori Sweat
Mercedes T.
Christopher and Morgan Tensen
Kellen Tensen
Erica Terry
Paul and Patricia Thomas
Cynthia Tidd
Pepe and Sarah Tiilikka
Gail and James Todd
David Tomasso
Mark Tooker
Mary Travis
Adam Tucker
Wilma Turk

Kenneth Turner
Katherine Tustin
Leonard Tylka
Beverly Ulery
Salvatore and Diane Vacca
Charlene Vlaud
Mary Wagner
Heather Wagoner
Mike and Ellen Walsdorf
Dr. Jill Kelderman and  
     Mr. Martin Walsh
Lynn Ward
Robert and Kathleen Watson
Javiet Weicman
Ronald Weinbaum
Caitlin Wells
Lynne Wheat
Ellen White
Doretta Williams
Jan Williams
Laura Williams and  
     Todd Registration
Michael and Leisa Williams
Stephen and Karen Williams
Sara Wolfe
Mathew and Michele Wolfman
Aaron and Kelisha Wolke
Michelle Wolke
Mary Connor Wills
Carl and Wendy Wright
Ghenete Wright Muir
Charles Zambrano
Javi Zuniga
Michelle Zwart
John and Marcia Zweig

Irene Pernice
Herbert and Desiree Perret Gentil
Paula Perretz
Annie Phan
Walter and Corinne Pickett
Wilpidio Pinto
Kyle Jason Piurkoski and  
     Edwine Dana Kimberly
Charles and Valeria Plate
Bonnie and Andrew Pope
Carl Pope
Marisa Pope
Michael and Laura Pope
Jason Portman
Dr. Edward and Norlyn Poto
Elizabeth Potter
James and Diane Potter
Cynthia Powers
Vijay Prashad
Deborah Price
Todd and Robin Price
Gary Purucker
Amanda Quattrachi
Michael and Alicia Rafter
Rosalia Ramos
Patti Rao
Beverlee Raymond
Sheldon and Dr. Caron Regenbaum
Anthony and Laureen Rich
Barbara Rich
Catherine Rich
William and Diane Rich
Lindsay Rich
Barbara Rickard
Lisa Rivera
Claudia Rodney
Raquel Roganti
Shirlene Rolle
Margaret Rosenstock
Eddie Ruggiero
Joseph Ruggiero
Michael Ruggiero
Nicholas Ruggiero



Abby’s On The Island
Aquaco Farms
Bahia Bowls
BallenIsles Charities Foundation, Inc.
Barcello Restaurant
Begnoche, Tumminia, & Klein Dental
Chick-fil-A
Coca Cola Beverages Florida
Community Cares Foundation
Cucina Palm Beach
D3 Advertising
DIY Chris
Dormie Network
Drive Shack
EAU Palm Beach Resort & Spa
ER Bradleys
Evelyn & Arthur
Exclusive Palm Beach Living
Farris Metal Works, LLC
Fidelity Charitable
First Republic Bank
Fit & Psyched
Florida Autism License Plate Fund
Florida Financial & Insurance  
     Services

Florida Panthers Foundation
Grayson Devere
Hamilton Jewelers
Henderson Insurance
Hive For Her
Honda Cares Foundation
Jackson Associates Research
JDEX Styles
Joe and Pasena Maroun Family  
     Foundation Trust
JR Santamaria, LLC
Jupiter Inlet Boat Rental
Kendra Scott
Koppelman Family Foundation
Leo’s Pizza
Lilly Pulitzer
Limoncello
Lost Tree Foundation
Lotus Hair Studio
Luka Cosmetics
Maison Maurice
Nitrogen Bar, Grill & Sushi
Orange Theory Fitness
Padula Bennardo Levine
Palm Beach County Youth 
     Service Department
Pediatric Partners
Pour Les Femmes
Publix Super Markets
Quantum Foundation

Rooneys Golf Foundation Inc
Salon Blu
Salt Suite
Seaview Bagel Cafe and Deli
Soho Style Salon
Sotheby’s International Realty
Staples
Swank Specialty Produce
TD Charitable Foundation
The Boca Raton
The Charles Stein Family  
     Foundation Inc
The Club at Admirals Cove
The Lassor & Fanny Agoos  
     Charity Fund
The National Croquet Club
The Robert W. Wilson  
     Charitable Trust
The Tux Shop
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Total Wine and More
Treasure Pools & Service, Inc.
Venetian Nail Spa
Vinceremos
WaWa
Wells Fargo Advisors

Corporations & Foundations
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Connections Education Center

Sonia F. Kay – President

Michael S. Kridel – Treasurer

Elinor Siklossy – Secretary

Jay Huebner – Director

Orlando Ortiz – Director/ 
Parent Involvement Representative

Stephen J. Padula – Director

Valerie Silverman – Director

Nancy DiPierro – Director

Connections High School &  
Vocational Center

Marc Edenzon – President

Carol Kaufman – Secretary

Sheree Biafore – Treasurer

Elinor Siklossy – Director

Bruce Evans – Director

Connections Education Center
Parent Teacher Organization  
Leadership (PTO
Charleen Decort
Nadine Fagan
Ana Grooper
Akemi Lazzari
Aura Ortiz

2022-23 Board of Directors

Advancement Committee Chair 
Tricia Borsch

Advancement Committee Members
Marc Edenzon, Sonia F. Kay, Orlando Ortiz, Laura Pope,  
Elinor Siklossy, Valerie Silverman
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SPOTLIGHT
Volunteer

Give and Help Us Build a World Where Everyone Belongs

Donations
Make a tax-deductible contribution to Connections in the form  
of cash, stocks, or mutual fund shares for operational support,  
programs or capital. Or direct your gift to the Connect to the  
Future Fund to support highest priority needs.

Matching Gifts
Many employers will match your donation. Send your employer’s 
matching gift form to Connections with your contribution.

Donor-Advised Funds (DAF)
Making a gift through DAF Direct is convenient and offers a  
streamlined, centralized way to support the organizations you  
value most.

Endowment
Consider making a legacy gift by including Connections in your  
estate planning. Your gift will become part of a permanently held  
endowment at the Community Foundation of Palm Beach and  
Martin Counties to benefit the autism community in perpetuity.

Planned Giving
Remember Connections in your will or trust to leave a lasting  
legacy that will help us continue empowering students with  
autism and building a future where everyone belongs. 

“I’m connected to autism through 
my granddaughter Natalie who is  
a high schooler at Connections. 

“I started volunteering at Connec-
tions because I wanted to help 
make sure these kids have a good 
future. The more time I spent at  
the school, the more I wanted  
to be there. It’s so peaceful at  
Connections and everyone is so 
nice. I’m usually there 4-5 hours a 
day fixing things and helping with 
maintenance. 

“This is a special place, and I’m  
happy to be able to help with  
some of their needs.”

-- Florentino Ortiz  
Connections Volunteer &  
Grandfather of Student  
Natalie Ortiz
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Donate by Mail
Connections Education Center 

1301 Old Congress Ave., Suite 100
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

Donate by Phone
Call: 561-328-6044

Donate Online
www.connectedpb.com/donate

3 Easy Ways to Give Today

Make an Impact



1310 Old Congress Avenue
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

561.328.6044
www.connectedpb.com


